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Trayvon Martin, a typical teen with
dreams of �ying or �xing planes

By Miami Herald
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This photo provided by the Martin family shows Trayvon Martin on a snowboarding trip, an experience beyond South
Florida.

Trayvon Martin spent his 17th birthday, which would be his last, with his family.

He ate a home-cooked meal followed by cake, opened presents that included Levis

jeans, Adidas sneakers and a bottle of Issey Miyake cologne.  

He would be 17 for 21 days. He died Feb. 26, a bullet in his chest, shot by a

neighborhood crime watch captain patrolling a suburban gated townhouse

community in Sanford, 250 miles from his home, where he had gone with his

father.  
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George Zimmerman, the shooter, has not been arrested, sparking a growing wave

of outrage manifested in daily rallies, petitions, speeches and media scrutiny.  
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"He had been so looking forward to going to his junior prom, and he had already

started talking about all the senior activities in high school,'' his mother, Sybrina

Fulton, 46, said in a voice hollowed and somber. "He will never do any of those

things.''  

As the nation grapples with the killing of an unarmed black teenager wearing a

hoodie, his parents patiently offer the simple details of Martin's life, painting the

portrait of a typical teenager who would end up in a casket, buried in a white suit

with a powder blue vest.  

Trayvon Martin was 6-foot-3, 140 pounds, a former Optimist League football

player with a narrow frame and a voracious appetite. He wanted to fly or fix

planes, struggled in chemistry, loved sports video games and went to New York for

the first time two summers ago, seeing the Empire State Building, the Statue of

Liberty and a Broadway musical, The Addams Family. He hoped to attend the

University of Miami or Florida A&M University, enamored by both schools' bright

orange and green hues.  

Also known as "Slimm," he had a girlfriend and spent endless hours talking or

texting on his cell phone. Other times he was quiet, listening to the soundtrack of

R&B, reggae, rap and gospel music flowing through his ear buds or watching half-

hour re-runs of Martin, his favorite show.  
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Martin's parents — his mother is a Miami-Dade government employee and his dad

is a truck driver — divorced in 1999 but lived near each other in Miami Gardens,

working hard to raise Martin with family values and lift him above the statistics.

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=COZgW9TzdY-nIGoXetOUPhJiCoAq-5tulZ_709JP6EN_6taLbAhABIPuJqWxgyYb-i8yk1BmgAeqBraIoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgSZA0_QFgq9RSvQBlEEEtBHxl04qZxWX2P3YC9YVTCV_8kxw4SFmk0z_5aWQ9xcJ9m8IcfQU6xohQYqv52SYlXS1mAZ6Oek0WY0ABKOMrE37tg-gzVXFTMniPMGYBDZR09NDIRb5ZJz85zteZujTCfmZ8r5puhfIBUP2tf3lgS59KZqxmL95pK6FapOJ-jwd2FTT6SIiqOvd0x0LCSJ2-dcaxef8be8fOGhoIfqHiSs4DUfzI6EfJPorq6xlVVK2JEEW8ZRnBXhN9yOCD2eNozXhq9aLTFlUQKfx_KZ6V2RCq0QqIBd_e6CDr1F1kzcYbhkgmhdJ5hRuG3r4j3LRpQfsxhFJenv7V9jjPi1xcrHAkmVXgCweBURMdn8og1RrjwL4gaVIKPSmVFfD0wbg12DrC7YKi-3QyX0Hl0nAGUw_ENxPE70MelkHLG2YZCe4hsYOhEV4s-_Ae5B6nv2znYAVwMMuY9NLSXIkQSn0kXw5IsvJgEyE_G1JKfoK-94NDhaP2b6mV-2VMxWlIzLinWvhmukxV3FcuFSd1TABOOFyqb9A-AEAaAGLoAH6rn9gQOoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggYCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOgeB0ICCgIAEsQl43P7zxyi-m4AKA5gLAcgLAeALAYAMAbgMAbgT5APYEwrQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDUE5ymgHVcfyDR8Ab0ibU2ii4cKIKvXRfXecpkdoJpz6TUov12uqEURPna8nVtzqCCTKtccUq1PlquGAE&sig=AOD64_2hbA7iIK9KEIVFShcm2QLh_4ipVQ&client=ca-pub-9092476072834274&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=http://www.northwestoutdoorliving.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=COZgW9TzdY-nIGoXetOUPhJiCoAq-5tulZ_709JP6EN_6taLbAhABIPuJqWxgyYb-i8yk1BmgAeqBraIoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgSZA0_QFgq9RSvQBlEEEtBHxl04qZxWX2P3YC9YVTCV_8kxw4SFmk0z_5aWQ9xcJ9m8IcfQU6xohQYqv52SYlXS1mAZ6Oek0WY0ABKOMrE37tg-gzVXFTMniPMGYBDZR09NDIRb5ZJz85zteZujTCfmZ8r5puhfIBUP2tf3lgS59KZqxmL95pK6FapOJ-jwd2FTT6SIiqOvd0x0LCSJ2-dcaxef8be8fOGhoIfqHiSs4DUfzI6EfJPorq6xlVVK2JEEW8ZRnBXhN9yOCD2eNozXhq9aLTFlUQKfx_KZ6V2RCq0QqIBd_e6CDr1F1kzcYbhkgmhdJ5hRuG3r4j3LRpQfsxhFJenv7V9jjPi1xcrHAkmVXgCweBURMdn8og1RrjwL4gaVIKPSmVFfD0wbg12DrC7YKi-3QyX0Hl0nAGUw_ENxPE70MelkHLG2YZCe4hsYOhEV4s-_Ae5B6nv2znYAVwMMuY9NLSXIkQSn0kXw5IsvJgEyE_G1JKfoK-94NDhaP2b6mV-2VMxWlIzLinWvhmukxV3FcuFSd1TABOOFyqb9A-AEAaAGLoAH6rn9gQOoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggYCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOgeB0ICCgIAEsQl43P7zxyi-m4AKA5gLAcgLAeALAYAMAbgMAbgT5APYEwrQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDUE5ymgHVcfyDR8Ab0ibU2ii4cKIKvXRfXecpkdoJpz6TUov12uqEURPna8nVtzqCCTKtccUq1PlquGAE&sig=AOD64_2hbA7iIK9KEIVFShcm2QLh_4ipVQ&client=ca-pub-9092476072834274&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=http://www.northwestoutdoorliving.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=COZgW9TzdY-nIGoXetOUPhJiCoAq-5tulZ_709JP6EN_6taLbAhABIPuJqWxgyYb-i8yk1BmgAeqBraIoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgSZA0_QFgq9RSvQBlEEEtBHxl04qZxWX2P3YC9YVTCV_8kxw4SFmk0z_5aWQ9xcJ9m8IcfQU6xohQYqv52SYlXS1mAZ6Oek0WY0ABKOMrE37tg-gzVXFTMniPMGYBDZR09NDIRb5ZJz85zteZujTCfmZ8r5puhfIBUP2tf3lgS59KZqxmL95pK6FapOJ-jwd2FTT6SIiqOvd0x0LCSJ2-dcaxef8be8fOGhoIfqHiSs4DUfzI6EfJPorq6xlVVK2JEEW8ZRnBXhN9yOCD2eNozXhq9aLTFlUQKfx_KZ6V2RCq0QqIBd_e6CDr1F1kzcYbhkgmhdJ5hRuG3r4j3LRpQfsxhFJenv7V9jjPi1xcrHAkmVXgCweBURMdn8og1RrjwL4gaVIKPSmVFfD0wbg12DrC7YKi-3QyX0Hl0nAGUw_ENxPE70MelkHLG2YZCe4hsYOhEV4s-_Ae5B6nv2znYAVwMMuY9NLSXIkQSn0kXw5IsvJgEyE_G1JKfoK-94NDhaP2b6mV-2VMxWlIzLinWvhmukxV3FcuFSd1TABOOFyqb9A-AEAaAGLoAH6rn9gQOoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggYCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOgeB0ICCgIAEsQl43P7zxyi-m4AKA5gLAcgLAeALAYAMAbgMAbgT5APYEwrQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDUE5ymgHVcfyDR8Ab0ibU2ii4cKIKvXRfXecpkdoJpz6TUov12uqEURPna8nVtzqCCTKtccUq1PlquGAE&sig=AOD64_2hbA7iIK9KEIVFShcm2QLh_4ipVQ&client=ca-pub-9092476072834274&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=http://www.northwestoutdoorliving.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=COZgW9TzdY-nIGoXetOUPhJiCoAq-5tulZ_709JP6EN_6taLbAhABIPuJqWxgyYb-i8yk1BmgAeqBraIoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgSZA0_QFgq9RSvQBlEEEtBHxl04qZxWX2P3YC9YVTCV_8kxw4SFmk0z_5aWQ9xcJ9m8IcfQU6xohQYqv52SYlXS1mAZ6Oek0WY0ABKOMrE37tg-gzVXFTMniPMGYBDZR09NDIRb5ZJz85zteZujTCfmZ8r5puhfIBUP2tf3lgS59KZqxmL95pK6FapOJ-jwd2FTT6SIiqOvd0x0LCSJ2-dcaxef8be8fOGhoIfqHiSs4DUfzI6EfJPorq6xlVVK2JEEW8ZRnBXhN9yOCD2eNozXhq9aLTFlUQKfx_KZ6V2RCq0QqIBd_e6CDr1F1kzcYbhkgmhdJ5hRuG3r4j3LRpQfsxhFJenv7V9jjPi1xcrHAkmVXgCweBURMdn8og1RrjwL4gaVIKPSmVFfD0wbg12DrC7YKi-3QyX0Hl0nAGUw_ENxPE70MelkHLG2YZCe4hsYOhEV4s-_Ae5B6nv2znYAVwMMuY9NLSXIkQSn0kXw5IsvJgEyE_G1JKfoK-94NDhaP2b6mV-2VMxWlIzLinWvhmukxV3FcuFSd1TABOOFyqb9A-AEAaAGLoAH6rn9gQOoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggYCIDhwGAQARgdMgTbgoAOOgeB0ICCgIAEsQl43P7zxyi-m4AKA5gLAcgLAeALAYAMAbgMAbgT5APYEwrQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDUE5ymgHVcfyDR8Ab0ibU2ii4cKIKvXRfXecpkdoJpz6TUov12uqEURPna8nVtzqCCTKtccUq1PlquGAE&sig=AOD64_2hbA7iIK9KEIVFShcm2QLh_4ipVQ&client=ca-pub-9092476072834274&rf=4&nb=1&adurl=http://www.northwestoutdoorliving.com/
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AaX5wMt7hMOWW13xtHU8dHgPjvSPhMDjZc9qFux7dva4KiKuYryuKsSHMTdFWoI0D9az0Cu5QDYo1l7bTcTIjntHbNIOVPBn9AsBPeMpCQaw4B_6XMnXuZ19_GuHRG-9VuLrOkeVVFt9uVPGxhBKwOb6sz81m7hVfnp6LFaPbL3HjRXNx_bZTjxuAnI3qXpCIh6e0aKqQ71A4tbIg97hTuRBJdRsNI22fWANGn7fWj96t_-BHRgAonzH8Gtmrp_LIHDMHaouBgTNlJDnjqbY3zIqIe4dM1zJvy1nAeKbEg0Vo4-VPHfOnvaLfG4YQiFSSni_sF_rCiokrFDsSa8DiFutABMBVkH8PafDXRB_fXbKhf7GiQbJGiZ2ZPydRNTqhYgp_QGLcObKrusH3enBvviHH_qGyu9O25hKV-PYl7JK4aCu2fSDsVBl1s9uy57res5LxRDpjgYi0b_IHzeJVzQIWiUcZEIMjzOzrBO2tLBUjzcTNe6owx3tLr0Of8Z9X6xUuZADawVDvB-0DM_swt4tLuZSbDQhyDy2y_H7JPuNR4qoxVDDzMCOUhmdlKI_0RNTeXUDkD4P68PwEebrS79mBe7QC0acSC5B1rh3KUgVPodjfzbPqllJ9_KCVh-AHyzwbipcUCoC4fPh9pjM-nEenEn57wb87AxwCmLbN6PxxHCckdQOIgjxQenK6t33cHnd9Lws3ApE9XWk0RCggBZkn35eleYWO5CcBJ-_cIdzZuDVigCZ721djYDLNa7q-olxU9HHgtQ72i7zjLy0DoUPJDZSl79zVou4T-KC6S8XyvX5VD3m7xBtvz7uGBWX5mfKKOdvnRD8KKLMwVdEusPPMhIelIoS-tdZVmujjJKSZgu6ooy5vcMRb6iIpWOe_YHR0oaifc4MSOs59HQe1lrEYg3CLLXVNozkP7P_JUAbaMlX9oFs4wWxAFs8hyGHA0rCW1Ey5_uzJYm0lxAGGv7Eps8mvoitRgfrSGga-b7Pp02U1EJUWsMoSSy8cwGWffSCwKfefZ6ji4uqohnxu4azgHUWvrYBrW82ilwN8gCG9eOqj0DZ2FwpOcmuojXLnnzyrraK_NVHFzuyDtO5a7pKVXgIKWjzyLiMRptSd8KIx-9Zu3fdADouKK-Jwyurxhg_qQWkLVC1KV0HSG2wtOwfMUFIdwdWYnAl0yLg9OkYa9IO1SoC3yZGiciVo3UconqkgaCoh6HCG3vO6s6neCdku0UGJL2CJaqHpUoOdDMwBRoEMou3sF9ORNpEdL-cGKfEGHAQ7N7Z5RYEwF3czAu5nD60FO2J6uHAgoQWxxo4C2pi60k__9XiDSoS_eaUbh3xme1IpALbICHe0nE24OLomKQTDEhUY764Vg0kFC0dlwu1fWyWGq8U5Smeylj7d0YZ0P7_hf-j3ZFSP3ST5RFOxCDgpfy52115mhbMduhHRoupyAs8fRWHmz1pK18j3LdffRq1Om-HPM6qT8sNjP_XYDUaWjJltck3UqKpLH5l_d-IbDfhhejw610ogASFoDH5w4rFoaFUaL1Yqf00unGFkhGcDY4wjGAjaRggutCEKpRDoF8ZSx2vmuhHCsP-0YnoLTX-VmUE8BS2Cp4l7pVc5p8NoEjUIWOb1YJvTcFIRt5iJBzb9z7qRRNz5Az61gIsqAi5ZZfxW6ro9c6JHwaqLrybJm8_8pB2rLnbqChpT815CjGKSUZzYI9lJprhcgPX46MGEXPEO5eHkxh6E4Ng_R5XIgxAksYRMLe0y7zGWWTxHBZFShsYNx7OzcfVa1E87rfYaQ0sPj-DVsHuamfZfdMcryDlmAwE2N0muQrwXeiUcCgMIITw9pzTR50lFGCptMihIxlsuCRUvbXTePofbzm7Xda960-EgtmmkXeQsW8Mfn1sOghqAKgcg6CyrUtUZW6uF7nQ7btXT244sbfBrM4JtUCALP6AfOXXhBG4sB79tlQ1PShKwE_YhKLS50VTSKaz81awYb7pStmFM6OXHqEA-u6QUukDq90E1gw
https://www.tampabay.com/


They tried to make sure he was exposed to experiences beyond South Florida:

skiing, snowboarding and riding snowmobiles. Mother and son went horseback

riding for her birthday, 13 days after his.  

"Tray was a beautiful child. He was raised to have manners and be respectful. He

was a teenager who still had a lot of kid in him," his father, Tracy Martin, 45, said.

"He still loved to go to Chuck E. Cheese with his cousins and would bake them

chocolate chip cookies when he was babysitting them."  

Still, Martin had non-violent behavioral issues in school, and on the day he was

killed, he had been suspended for 10 days from Dr. Michael M. Krop Senior High

School in North Miami-Dade.  

"He was not suspended for something dealing with violence or anything like that.

It wasn't a crime he committed, but he was in an unauthorized area (on school

property)," Tracy Martin said, declining to offer more details.  

Before that, Martin attended Miami Carol City High School near his mother's

home in Miami Gardens.  

"He was doing average in school, a little bit better when he was at Carol City and

then I had him transferred,'' she said this week. "I thought Krop was a better

school and I wanted a different environment for him. My oldest son has graduated

from there.''  
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Martin's older brother, Jhavaris Fulton, 21, is a junior at Florida International

University.  

When he was a child, Martin saved his father's life.  

"That was my main man. That was my hero. He saved my life, actually pulled me

out of a house fire. He was 9 years old at the time. A 9-year-old kid saved his dad's

life. And I wasn't there to save his life,'' Tracy Martin said in an MSNBC interview

broadcast Thursday. "As a dad, that makes me feel bad because I know my son was

depending on me to be his savior. And I couldn't save his life at that time."  

Martin spent his freshman year and much of his sophomore year at Carol City,

where on Thursday, more than 1,000 students walked out to honor him and fight

for justice in the case.  

His first year there, Martin would spend mornings at the high school — a roomy

campus of cream buildings in Miami Gardens — and then go to George T. Baker

Aviation School for the rest of the school day. Inspired by his uncle, Ronald

Fulton, who had a brief career in aviation, Martin saw his future in planes.  

"He loved flying and working with his hands. Barrington Irving took him on his

plane at the Opa-Locka Airport. He got a chance to sit in the cockpit and that did it

for him,'' said Fulton, referring to the youngest person and first black person to

pilot a plane around the world solo in 2007. "He wanted to be a pilot or work as a

mechanic in aviation. He was mechanically inclined and could fix just about

anything.''  
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Math was his favorite subject, according to one of his Carol City teachers, Ashley

Gantt. She taught his sophomore year English honors class where the curriculum

included works such as The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas and Dr.

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  

Sometimes he would come to the second-period class looking exhausted. Gantt

would call out his name.  

"I'm sorry, Ms. Gantt. I'm not asleep. I'm listening," he would reply, she said.  
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He would often wear a hoodie at school — just like the one he was wearing the day

he was killed in Sanford.  

"Once he came in wearing a UM hoodie. I'm a Florida Gator," Gantt said. "I'm like,

'You can't come into my class with that.' "  

Gantt said she never saw Martin behave aggressively or show disrespect.  

"He was just a sweet kid, she said. "He got A's and B's. If he received a C on an

assignment, it was because he was just being a kid that day. He was very smart."  

Students at Carol City, some who now wear Trayvon Martin memorial buttons,

have compared his death to that of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old African-American

boy from Chicago, who went to visit family in Mississippi and never returned.

Emmett Till was pulled from his bed, beaten to death and dumped in a river for

allegedly whistling at a white woman, one of the nation's most infamous civil

rights cases.  
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"The injustice (is the same) in both situations — Zimmerman is still free and the

killers of Emmett Till, they went free eventually," Gantt said.  

For Gantt, Martin's death has become a teachable moment, telling her students:

"You have to know what your rights are. You can wear a hoodie and walk into a

gated community … you have the right to do that and not be profiled."  

At Krop, a sprawling campus near the county line, home to some 2,700 students, a

few of the students recalled the days they shared with Martin in middle school. He

attended both Norland Middle and Highland Oaks Middle schools, both also in

North Miami-Dade.  

Dominique Clarke, 17 who knew him from Highland Oaks, said he was very quiet

and kept to himself. The friends took Spanish together.  

"He wasn't perfect. But he was someone who was very respectful," she said. "He

did have a bright future and everyone who knew him liked him.''  

One day at Krop last year, Brian Paz, 16, opened the door by the vending machine

and he saw Martin. They had been good friends at Highland Oaks, but went to

separate high schools.  
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UP NEXT: Trayvon Martin's killing shatters safety within Retreat at Twin Lakes in Sanford

MIAMI HERALD

"I was like, 'What's up man?' I was happy to see him again," Paz recalled.  

They became close friends. When Paz's mother, who is from Colombia, called her

son, "he would say my name in a funny way. I'll never forget the way he said it.

'Brrrian,' '' Paz remembered, rolling his 'r' and laughing at the memory before

becoming more serious.  

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

He wants people to know something about his childhood friend: "He wasn't

threatening. There was no reason for George Zimmerman to pull out a gun and kill

him. He was too peaceful for that."  

Martin left the Sanford townhouse on a rainy Sunday night nearly a month ago to

walk to a nearby convenience store. As Martin walked back, Skittles and canned

ice tea in hand, Zimmerman decided he looked suspicious. He called police who

advised him not to follow the boy.  

Questions remain about what happened next, but Martin was shot, his body found

face down on the ground, 70 yards from the back door of the townhouse.  

Zimmerman has not been charged. He told police he felt threatened and that

Martin jumped him. He responded, he said, by taking out a 9mm handgun and

shooting in self-defense.  

Trayvon Martin was buried six days later.  
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